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Outline

• DWR Update – Kevin
• DWR Website and eForms

• BOE & Well Inspection Program

• Nontributary Rulemaking

• Miscellaneous Updates
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Outline

• Geology and Well Construction
• Division 2 (Arkansas Basin) - Andy

• Cheyenne Basin (Northern Colorado) - Matt
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New DWR Website
• https://dwr.colorado.gov
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Online Payment System
• After submittal, email with attached invoice
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eForms
• Phase 1

• Apply for a New Well Permit
• Change in Ownership
• Apply for a License

• Phase 2
• Renew/Update a License
• Construction/Installation Forms
• Advance Notice & Risk Value Calculation
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eForms

• Hope to launch this Spring

• Looking for Stakeholders for User Testing
• Email me if interested, kevin.donegan@state.co.us
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eForms
• Must have a CDSS Account, dwr.state.co.us/tools
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• Currently In  
Development

• Late 2020 or 
Early 2021
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eForms Dashboard
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eForms
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eForms
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eForms
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BOE & Well Inspection Program

• BOE Admin Rule 8.1, effective 01/01/2021

• 8.1b. the Board, in conjunction with the 
CE Committee, will determine through policy the 
number of hours of approved continuing 
education that can be obtained by internet or 
online participation.
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BOE & Well Inspection Program

• 8.1d.  Due to significant limitations on the ability of 
people to meet in person due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
all hours of accredited continuing education taken by 
internet or online participation from January 1, 2020 
through January 31, 2021, may be used to obtain the 
required hours of continuing education.  This Rule 8.1d. 
is repealed effective February 1, 2021, unless further 
extended by emergency or permanent rule.
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DRAFT BOE Policies

• 2021-1 Continuing Education Obtained by Internet 
or Online Participation

• 2021-2 Poor Water Quality from Coal or Other Zones

• 2021-3 Construction Standards for Wells in the 
Northern High Plains Designated Basin
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DRAFT Policy 2021-1

• Will set the number of hours of CE by internet or 
online participation for calendar year

• Determined by Board and CE Committee

• Reviewed during each 4th Quarterly BOE Meeting
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DRAFT Policy 2021-2

• Updated from BOE Bulletin 2000-2

• Zones with poor quality water could be within 
permitted aquifer interval

• Drilling contractor must consult with well owner to 
determine if such zones should be sealed in 
production interval
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DRAFT Policy 2021-3

• Geologic background BOE Policy 2003-3

• Alluvial (Type 3) aquifers: sediments deposited by 
modern streams during relatively recent time

• Ogallala and White River are considered “bedrock” 
due to their geologic age, not degree of lithification
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DRAFT Policy 2021-3

• Within the Northern High Plains Designated Basin, 
the Ogallala and White River administered together

• Within NHP Basin the aquifer will be named the  
“High Plains Aquifer”

• The High Plains Aquifer is an unconfined bedrock 
aquifer, wells must be constructed as Type 2
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Northern High Plains Designated Basin
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Type 2

Type 3

Modified from: Robson, S.G. and Banta, E.R. 1995. Ground Water Atlas of 
the United States, Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah. USGS HA 730-C



Open Board of Examiners Position

• Well Construction or Pump Installation Contractor

• Minimum 10 Years’ Experience

• July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2025

• Meetings typically held Room 814, 

1313 Sherman Street, Denver, CO 80203 (or virtually)
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Open Board of Examiners Position

• Duties of the Board, https://dwr.colorado.gov/public-

information/boards-and-commissions/board-of-examiners-meetings

• To Apply, 
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/boards-commissions-application

• For additional information please visit, 
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/boards-commissions
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Well Inspection Program
• Legislative Audit Committee – December 7, 2020

• BOE does not support Advance Notice on all wells

• Office of State Auditor Recommendations to LAC
1. Take no action
2. Have DWR report back to LAC in 6 months
3. Request legal opinion authority of SEO to require advance 

notice
4. Sponsor legislation to require advance notice on all wells
5. Notify applicable Committees to determine whether policy 

change related to program is warranted
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Well Inspection Program
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Well Inspection Program
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Key Phases Observed
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Key Phase Observed Percent

Well Location 263 38%

Annular Space 116 17%

Minimum Grout 96 14%

Total Depth 91 13%

Disinfection 55 8%

Perforated Casing 36 5%

Pump Install 27 4%

Abandonment 6 1%

Cistern Install 0 0%



Legislative Audit Committee Decision
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• Encouraged with progress so far

• DWR to report back in June 2021

• Focus on inspecting casing and grout

• https://leg.colorado.gov/committees/legislative-audit-

committee/2020-regular-session



Well Inspection Program

• Revised Advance Notice form in March 2020

• Received 632 notices (as of 1/12/21)

• Auto-calculating an Interim Risk Value (IRV) based on 
information provided in the notice and permit file

• Data from notices populate a Google Map for 
Inspectors

36



Well Inspection Program

• Revised Advance Notice form in March 2020
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Well Inspection Reports
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Well Inspection Reports
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Well Inspection Reports
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Well Inspection Reports

41



Hydrogeologic Aquifer Evaluation
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Hydrogeologic Aquifer Evaluation 
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Hydrogeologic Aquifer Evaluation
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Hydrogeologic Aquifer Evaluation
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Nontributary Groundwater Rules
• Amending Rules (2 CCR 402-7) – Hearing: March 3, 2021

• Proposed Rule 9.1.3
• Licensed Contractors or Private Drillers, who construct 
wells are responsible for obtaining and submitting the 
required geophysical logs on behalf of the well owner.  

• If the geophysical log is not obtained before casing is 
installed, the State Engineer may require a log from 
uncased borehole (test hole) or through the casing (See Rule 
9.6.1).

46



Nontributary Groundwater Rules
• Proposed Rule 9.2

• Waivers for partial penetration and logs within 1,320 ft

• Proposed Rule 9.3
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Required Geophysical Logs

Resistivity (shallow and deep)

Gamma

Spontaneous Potential (SP)

Caliper

Additional Recommended Geophysical Logs

Density (Porosity)

Neutron

Single Point Resistance (SPR)

Sonic

Magnetic Resonance



Nontributary Groundwater Rules
Proposed Rule 9.7

Timelines to Confirm or Amend Permitted Intervals

• SEO will respond ASAP (but < 12 hours) if notified:

• ~2 business days before TD

• ~12 hours before anticipated logging

• When logging commences with anticipated end time

• SEO will respond ASAP (< 1 business day) if not notified 
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Wildland Fire Resources
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Posted on https://dwr.colorado.gov

“Water Users and Property Owners Impacted by Wildland Fire”
https://dnrweblink.state.co.us/dwr/0/edoc/3687725/DWR_3687725.pdf?searchid=da35b77d-
6b66-4eac-974e-01d2614af849

“Well Owners within Fire Areas”
https://dnrweblink.state.co.us/dwr/0/edoc/3681575/DWR_3681575.pdf?searchid=8cf5be2e-
c9e9-4c81-a499-1fa797ca2b59



Questions?
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Job Title Full Name E‐Mail Address Business Phone

Chief of Hydrogeology Matt Sares Matt.Sares@state.co.us (303) 866‐3581 Ext. 8290

Hydrogeologist, Senior Kevin Donegan Kevin.Donegan@state.co.us (303) 866‐3581 Ext. 8221

Hydrogeologist Andrew Flor Andrew.Flor@state.co.us (303) 866‐3581 Ext. 8218

Hydrogeologist Ashley Lennon Ashley.Lennon@state.co.us (303) 866‐3581 Ext. 8283

Job Title Full Name E‐Mail Address Business Phone

Chief of Well Inspection Doug 
Stephenson Douglas.Stephenson@state.co.us (303) 866‐3581 

Ext. 8270
Well Inspector, 
Divisions 1 & 2 Chris Jones Chris.Jones@state.co.us (720) 618‐9982

Well Inspector,
Division 3 Larry Hakes Larry.Hakes@state.co.us (719) 588‐8142


